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CLUB EXECUTIVE SPANNING 40 YEARS 

YEAR  PRESIDENT  SECRETARY  TREASURER  

1974/75  Laurie Martin  Allan Wratten  Bob Dillon  

1975/76  Allan Wratten  Frank Mood  Bob Dillon  

1976/77  Don Ferguson  Les Davis  Sam Catalano  

1977/78  Les Davis  Graeme Hatton  Eric Lumley  

1978/79  Sam Catalano  Sten Maraldo  Denis Egan  

1979/80  Frank Mood  Allan Wratten  Eric Lumley  

1980/81  Peter Hill/Herb Shields  John Mullen  Ted Furby  

1981/82  Bob Dillon  Herb Shields  Ted Grimley  

1982/83  Wes Owsnett  Allan Wratten  Eric Lumley  

1983/84  John Mullen  Noel Burchmore  Bob Dillon  

1984/85  Ken Button  Bert Rymill  Bob Dillon  

1985/86  Bert Rymill  Alan Jenner  Bob Dillon  

1986/87  Pooba Govender  Allan Wratten  Bob Dillon  

1987/88  Bob Dillon  Noel Elliott  John Searle  

1988/89  Bill Stone  Noel Elliott  John Searle  

1989/90  Geoff Vercoe  Allan Wratten  John Searle  

1990/91  Dick Goodfellow  Allan Wratten  John Searle  

1991/92  Sam Eller  Geoff Vercoe  John Searle  

1992/93  Keith Millar  John Slack  Allan Wratten  

1993/94  Dennis Whittingstall  Geoff Vercoe  Jeff Melville  

1994/95  Bryce Turner  Lance Kennedy  John Lyon/John Searle  

1995/96  Dick Goodfellow  Kevin Reid  John Searle  

1996/97  Keith Millar  Kevin Reid  John Slack  

1997/98  Kevin Reid  Sam Eller  John Slack  

1998/99  David Flynn  Reg Walker  John Slack  

1999/00  Reg Walker  Allan Wratten  John Slack  

2000/01  Noel Burchmore  Allan Wratten  John Slack  

2001/02  Neil Thompson  Allan Wratten  John Slack  

2002/03  Bert Rymill  Allan Wratten  John Slack  

2003/04  Ivan McKay  Kevin Reid  Col Bryant  

2004/05  Terry Lynch  Kevin Reid  Col Bryant  

2005/06  Tony Alifano  Allan Wratten  Terry Lynch/John Slack  

2006/07 Bill Penfold Allan Wratten Col Bryant 

2007/08 Ivan McKay Allan Wratten Col Bryant 

2008/09 Wayne Bollinger Allan Wratten John Slack 

2009/10 Reg Walker Allan Wratten John Slack 

2010/11 Sun Lui Terry Lynch John Slack 

2011/12 Greg English Terry Lynch John Slack 

2012/13 John Slack Kulendran Anaimugan Sun Lui 

2013/14 Elvio Munzone Greg English John Zographakis 
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MESSAGES FROM OUR LEADERS 

PID Barry Palmer AM 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 2013-2014 

 
Lugarno Lions Club 
District 201-N5 
Australia 
Dear Lions, 

Congratulations on your club’s 40th anniversary! 

This anniversary is an opportunity for your club to look back at what you 
have accomplished and look forward to new opportunities to serve. As you 
celebrate your achievements, you must also look for new ways to improve. Your compassion and dedication to 
reaching out to others is what has kept Lions Clubs International a global leader in service for nearly a century. 

Your club was chartered by caring, concerned people who realised that the power of working together as a 
team far exceeds what we can accomplish alone. Together, we can make a difference in countless lives in our 
community and around the world. Together, we can realise the dream of a better world through service. 
Together, there is no limit to what we can achieve.  

Congratulations again on these special occasions, and I look forward to your many years of continued service. 

Kind regards, 

 
******************** 

 

Lion Warren Latham 
DISTRICT GOVERNOR, DISTRICT 201N5, LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL  

 

To the members of Lugarno Lions Club 

Congratulations to you all as you celebrate 40 years of service to not only your 
local community but also to the wider community. 

Having chartered in 1974 and with a current membership of fifty one, it is indeed 
a great privilege to have two charter members still active within your club. 
Congratulations to Lion Bert Rymill and Lion Allan Wratten.  

In more recent years the club has carried out a wide range of projects to serve 
their community at a local, national and international level. In the process it has 
raised in excess of $2,000,000 for assistance to numerous individuals, a wide range of causes, many Lions 
Foundations and has readily supported other Lions Clubs projects and causes. This is also a Club with many 
members also active in the administration of the District and the club that carries out the largest number of 
projects in district 201N5. My Congratulations on an incredible team effort! 

The highlight of the year for club members is no doubt the annual Spring Festival. This logistically, is the largest 
project undertaken by a Club in the District. This project is eight months in the planning stages, involves 
several other Lions Clubs and Lioness Clubs, numerous community organisations including Hurstville Council 
and is attended and enjoyed by 40,000+ people, most of whom are local residents. 

Marilyn and I look forward to participating in the 40 year charter celebration 
evening and look forward to working with members in the future as we “Serve 
and Grow Together.” 

  

 



2 | P a g e  
 

PDG Elvio Munzone 
PRESIDENT, LIONS CLUB OF LUGARNO 2013-2014 

 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 40 YEARS OF SERVING WITH 

PRIDE AND PASSION 

I would like to start by thanking all of you for the great humanitarian work that 
you undertake.  

To all the Lions, Lioness, and all our partners you are all remarkable and you are 
really “Our Everyday Heroes” creating miracles through service  

The highlight for me as a Lugarno Lion since2010 was learning about the variety 
of outstanding work that we undertake, and the positive effect that it has on 
people’s lives. Please continue your dedication to community service for it will be 
one of our greatest legacies.  

A successful Club requires commitment, planning and dedication from its 
members so I congratulate all our members past and present for giving us a fantastic and memorable 40 years 
of Service to our Community. My special thanks to all of our Members that have held Board positions. Your 
dedication to serve our Club is applauded.  

The privilege of representing you all at the international conventions really brought home to me the fact that 
we are indeed an international family, and that the heroes of our Association are the “grass roots” Lions. We 
readily demonstrate that in service we can have a positive impact in the lives of others.  

“Just as the light of a single candle dispels the darkness in a room, so the light developed in one person can 
dispel the darkness in others”.  Lions provide us with the light so that we can brighten the lives of others. 

Thank you for all that you do, as we serve our communities with pride and passion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The editors of this 40th Anniversary Lionews wish to acknowledge the 

exceptional work performed by Allan Wratten (Charter Secretary). Whilst other members 

were involved in the publication, it was Allen who performed this task diligently for over 30 

years. His dedication to the task of documenting our club’s history was invaluable to the 

research necessary to compile this publication. We thank Allan for his efforts. 
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1ST DECADE OF SERVICE 

1974/1975  PRESIDENT: Laurie Martin 

• Charter Night 11th July 1974 

• Water & Pool Safety Project, Evatt Park, Lugarno 

• First of many paper drives 

• Youth of the Year Project 

• Hosting of World President, Lion Johnny Balbo 

• Save Sight/Miss Personality Quest (Miss Robyn Stevens) 

• Reconstructed Forest Rd entrance to Evatt Park, Lugarno 

• First major fundraiser - Games Night (raised $1200) 

• Cyclone Tracy Appeal (raised $5300) 

• Club donated $15,500 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1975/1976  PRESIDENT: Allan Wratten 

• Save Sight/Miss Personality Quest (Miss Pam Whatman crowned Miss 
Charity Queen) 

• Inducted 19 new members (Club peaked at 97 members) 

• Youth Exchange Project 

• International Relations Project 

• Produced Lugarno/Peakhurst Community Directory 

• Attended Lions Conventions (Hurstville, Melbourne, Wanganui - NZ) 

• Completed Adventure Playground at Evatt Park 

• Christmas Cake Project (300 dozen sold) 

• Club donated $13,600 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

  

Water Safety Project at Evatt Park 

Adventure Playground at Evatt Park, 

Lugarno 
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1976/1977  PRESIDENT: Don Ferguson (District renamed 201N2) 

• Melbourne Cup Harbour Cruise Fundraiser 

• Major Fundraiser - "250 Club" 

• Sponsored Lions Club of Oatley (Charter 7th June 1977) 

• Commenced Fitness Track at Gannons Park, Peakhurst 

• Re-introduced the "Peakhurst/LugarnoScope" magazine 

• Save Sight Committee Auction at Lugarno School 

• Erected Road Safety signage throughout the area 

• Christmas Cakes Project (550 dozen sold) 

• Club donated $18,200 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1977/1978  PRESIDENT: Les Davis 

• Hosted 201N2 Convention at Pleasure Point 

• St Vincents/Lion Heart Appeal Project (see Limelight Project) 

• Completion & official opening of Gannons Park Fitness Track 

• Formed Lugarno Leo's Club 

• Joint Changeover with Oatley Lions Club 

• Seventeen social functions arranged by Social Committee 

• International Relations Committee Sponsorship of 6 overseas heart 
patients through Operation Lionheart 

• Christmas Cakes Project (500 dozen sold) 

• Club donated $13,800 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

  

An Invitation to the 

201N2 Convention 

Peakhurst-Lugarnoscope Magazine 
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1978/1979  PRESIDENT: Sam Catalano 

• Concluded St Vincents Lion Heart Appeal (Raised $504,000) 

• Through International Relations Committee sponsored 3 overseas 
heart patients 

• Donated Heart/Lung machine to Bandung Hospital, Indonesia 

• Chartered Lugarno Leo's Club 

• Increased Peakhurst/LugarnoScope magazine to 30 pages with 
circulation to 6,000 homes 

• Increased community involvement including $2,000 donation for 
health education video equipment, inclusion of local senior 
citizen's in Christmas Tree project and donation of $500 to local 
schools 

• Social events included an "Italian Night" 

• Club donated $534,500 to organisations and local groups during 
the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1979/1980  PRESIDENT: Frank Mood 

• Membership attended Thank You Dinner at St Vincents Hospital 

• Formed Club's first Youth Week Project Committee (now known as 
the Lugarno Lions Spring Festival) 

• Ladies Night Seafood Extravaganza at Riverwood Businessman's Club 

• Donated a fishing boat for a small village in the Philippines 

• Rousing guest speaker from the  Builders Labourer's Federation 

• Community Projects Committee feasibility study into proposed Youth 
Complex and Youth Drop-In Centre (neither was successful but 
Committee's dedication was commendable) 

• Paper Drive Project (raised $4,500) 

• Melbourne Cup Cruise Fundraiser (raised $2,000) 

• Club donated $9,000 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

  

Donation of Heart-

Lung Machine to 

Bandung Hospital, 

Indonesia 

Lugarno Leos Charter 
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1980/1981  PRESIDENT Peter Hill (Jul-Nov) 
                     PRESIDENT: Herb Shields (Nov-Jun)  

• Inaugural Youth Festival at Gannons Park 

• Proposed construction of Gannons Park Bike Track 

• Easter Wish Project 

• Whitehall Nursing Home Project 

• Reformed Club's Ladies Auxiliary Committee 

• World Movie Premiere - Biggles Goes To Oshkosh 
(produced, directed and starred Lion Ted Furby) 

• Overseas visitations totalled 15 Lions visiting 18 
countries during year 

• Club visits from USA, New Zealand, Finland, 
Denmark, Japan and Indonesia during year 

• Lions Mints Project 

• Presented Father/Son weekend at Ulladulla 

• Club donated $9,500 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1981/1982  PRESIDENT: Bob Dillon 

• 2nd Youth Festival, Gannons Park 

• Commenced Gannons Park Bike Track 

• Donated $5,500 to Whitehall Nursing Home 

• Easter Wish project 

• Formation meeting for Menai Lions Club 

• Fundraising Sports Night at Wanda Beach 

• Melbourne Cup Cruise to Rodd Island 

• Ladies Committee presented Unisex Fashion Parade and Italian Night 
Progressive Dinner 

• Club involvement in 201N2 Convention Luau at Bondi Beach 

• Presented an Amateur Hour at annual Changeover 

• Official Opening of Cameron Wing Intensive Care Recovery Ward, St 
Vincent's Hospital. Large membership attendance 

• Club donated $8,700 to organisations and local groups during the year 
  

Whitehall Nursing Home Project 

Official Opening of Cameron Wing at St 

Vincents Hospital 
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1982/1983  PRESIDENT: John Owsnett 

• 3rd August Youth Festival/Spring Festival 

• Nine new members following a membership drive 

• Sponsored Lions Club of Menai 

• Community Projects Committee - Easter Wish and Adults and Children 
with Learning Disabilities (ACLD) Fete 

• Sponsored youngsters to Teen Ranch 

• Father Christmas Letters 

• Traffic lights appeal for SA/Victorian Bush Fire Victims (raised $2,200) 

• Charity Golf Day at Bankstown Golf Club 

• Vickary's Winery Woolshed Dance Evening 

• Introduced Collect-A-Can Project (to replace the paper drive) 

• Official opening of Gannons Park Bike Track (August 1982) 

• Social events - The Fabulous Fifties, Bodgie and Widgee Progressive Dinner and Unisex Fashion Parade 

• Club donated $13,300 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1983/1984  PRESIDENT: John Mullen 

• 4th Spring Festival 

• Charity Race Day at Rosehill/Gala Night Project 

• Reintroduced paper drive 

• Social events included Unisex Fashion Parade and South Seas 
Progressive Dinner 

• The Ray Sutherland Mystery Night (Harold Park Trots or Wentworth 
Park Dogs or Randwick Races or Rugby League Grand Final!!!!!) 

• Club donated $11,000 from Festival to Association for Children with 
Learning Difficulties (ACLD) 

• Ladies Auxiliary raised $2,500 for Cancer Research 

• Club donated $29,200 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

Official Opening of Gannons Park Bike Track Miss Save Sight Quest 
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LIMELIGHT PROJECT – 1st decade 

LION HEART APPEAL 

In 1977 the largest project to be undertaken by any Lions Club in Australia at the time was launched by 
Lugarno Lions - The St. Vincent’s Lion-Heart Appeal. The innovator of the project, Brian Lindsay, provided the 
following background to this remarkable project: 

“Lugarno Lions had been quite active in the area of International Relations in the mid-1970s. I cannot 
remember exactly how we came to actually meet Victor Chang – he was the person who performed a number 
of heart surgeries on the overseas children we sponsored. However it happened - the meeting took place at St. 
Vincents and Victor asked if we could help him to get some equipment to the Wong Clinic in Malaysia – I recall 
the main item was a second hand Heart/lung machine that was no longer used at St. Vincents. We arranged 
the transport and that led to more meetings with Victor.  

I recall Victor indicating he was limited in how many open heart surgeries he could do by the recovery ward 
space and what was needed was an extension to the Cameron Wing at St. Vincents.  

That’s where the St. Vincents LionHeart appeal started. We pledged to try to raise $500,000 to cover the cost of 
fit out of a new wing at the hospital.  

Victor arranged to put us in contact with Kerry Packer who owned Channel 9. We never got to actually meet 
Kerry Packer – but we did meet with Sam Chisholm who ran the Channel. We were told Kerry had said we could 
have a Telethon PROVIDED we could convince Sam we had the commitment and resources to make the appeal 
a success.  

Lots of people came on board to help including Luna Park who ran a fun day for the appeal, Pacific Films who 
took donations at all of their outlets and the staff at St. Vincents, who ran various fund raising events.  

The whole Club was involved in the Telethon – Lions, Lions Ladies and friends of Lions. The Telethon was the 
last major Appeal event –in total the appeal raised over $500,000.  

The St. Vincents Cameron Wing extension was completed in 1979 and the Lions money was used to fully equip 
the extended ward. A great effort - thanks to all those who were involved and assisted in any way.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: According to the 1978 Lionews, Brian Lindsay was recognised by Lions 
International for being among the Top Ten Chairmen in the world for his efforts at District 
Level. 

  

Plaque at Cameron Wing of St Vincent’s Hospital The late Victor Chang 
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2nd DECADE OF SERVICE 

1984/1985  PRESIDENT: Ken Button 

• 5th Spring Festival 

• Youth Exchange Project increase 

• Easter Wish Project - members completed 16 wishes for local families 

• The John Somers Bird Aviary at Peakhurst Nursing Home was finally 
completed 

• Club sponsored District Queen of Sight Winner (Miss Jenny Cornwell) 
raised $3,000 for the Royal Blind Society 

• Foundation meeting of Georges River Lioness Club 

• Melbourne Cup Harbour Cruise fundraiser 

• Club donated $16,000 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

1985/1986  PRESIDENT: Bert Rymill 

• 6th Spring Festival 

• Charity fundraiser at Bankstown Golf Club 

• Fundraisers including Melbourne Cup Harbour Cruise, Christmas 
Stocking and "500" Club 

• Club involved in Lion's Journey 
for Sight Project 

• Representation at the MD 
Convention in Adelaide 

• Sponsored the Georges River 
Lioness Club on 25th October 
1985 

• Club donated $16,500 to 
organisations and local groups 
during the year 

  

Bird Aviary for Peakhurst 

Nursing Home 

Charter and Banner of 

Georges River Lioness Club 
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1986/1987  PRESIDENT Pooba Govender 

• 7th Spring Festival 

• Hosted District Governor's Changeover 

• Sponsored 3 Youth Exchange students to New Zealand and Japan 

• Hosted Zone Youth of the Year Finals 

• Club involved in Hurstville City Council Pro-Am Golf Day at Hurstville Golf 
Course 

• District 201N2 Queen of Sight Quest won by club entrant, Miss Sue 
Hadfield 

• Conducted a successful Teen Ranch Project 

• Cash-A-Can raised $3,700 

• Club donated $12,500 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987/1988  PRESIDENT: Bob Dillon 

• 8th Spring Festival 

• Club presented a Debutante's Ball 

• Constructed Chivers Hill Community Notice Board 

• Presented minibus to Riverwood Community Centre 

• Involved in Pro-Am Golf Day, Youth Expo and Lions Fun Run 

• Joint Service Club/Ladies night with Mr Movies, Bill Collins 

• Ladies Auxiliary annual Fashion Parade 

• Gala Charity Night at Conco D'oro Reception Centre, Riverwood 

• Involved in 36th MD Convention providing hospitality for 50 visiting Lions 

• Final Teen Ranch Project 

• Club donated $23,300 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

Community Noticeboard at Chivers Hill, Lugarno 

Mr Movies, Bill Collins, visits 

Lugarno Lions Club 
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1988/1989  PRESIDENT: Bill Stone 

• 9th Spring Festival 

• Ran 2nd Debutante's Ball 

• Social Trots Night at Harold Park 

• Involved in Hurstville City Council's Great Train Festival 

• Final Cash-A-Can collection at Roselands car park 

• Club assisted with Eye Screening Project at Royal Easter Show 

• Club assisted with Senior's Week Program at Roselands Shopping 
Centre 

• Club ran 3rd Gala Night at Conco D'Oro 

• Ran a Club Nostalgia Night 

• Club donated $10,400 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1989/1990  PRESIDENT: Geoff Vercoe 

• Club becomes Incorporated on 22nd August 1988 

• 10th Spring Festival 

• Nyngan Flood Relief Project (raised $6,000) 

• Georges River Cruise aboard M.V. Mirrabella 

• 4th annual Gala Charity Night at Conco D'Oro 

• Christmas In July social outing at Katoomba 

• Wine Auction Fundraiser 

• Trot's Night at Harold Park 

• The Great Debate with Beverly Hills/Roselands Lions Club 

• Attended MD Convention Darwin NT 

• Club donated $15,000 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

  

Lions cruise on the beautiful Georges River 
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1990/1991 PRESIDENT: Richard Goodfellow 

• 11th Spring Festival 

• Inaugural Carols By Candlelight at Webbs Dam, Evatt Park 

• Gala Charity Night at St George Leagues Club 

• Completed Community Noticeboard at South Peakhurst 

• Club receives Australia Day Award from Hurstville Council for Spring 
Festival 

• Hosting of youths from Japan and USA 

• Lions Ladies Fashion Parade for Cancer Research 

• 17th annual Youth of the Year 

• Proposal to Hurstville Council for the BBQ at Webbs Dam 

• Club donated $9,500 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1991/1992 PRESIDENT: Sam Eller 

• 12th Spring Festival 

• Club hosted Zone Youth of the Year Finals 

• Presented PA system to Riverwood Community Centre 

• Lugarno Lions Family Car Trial social outing 

• Christmas Hamper distribution in Riverwood area 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Diabetic testing program conducted at Chivers Hill shops 

• Members attended Norfolk Island District Convention, MD Convention at 
Newcastle and International Convention in Hong Kong 

• Gala Charity Night at Fairwater overlooking Sydney Harbour (the 
residence of Lady Mary Fairfax) 

• Ran an Art Union at Roselands 

• A Night to Remember at St George Leagues Club 

• Club donated $88,300 to organisations and local groups during the year 
  

Gala Charity Night at “Fairwater” 

Queen of Sight Quest 
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1992/1993 PRESIDENT: Keith Millar 

• 13th Spring Festival 

• Grand opening of the BBQ at Webbs Dam, Evatt Park on 1st August 
1992 

• Bucket collection during league match at Belmore Oval for Lions Sight 
First Project 

• Restored walking/riding track at lower Gannons Park 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Club involved in Riverwood Community Centre Festival 

• The famous Rodeo at Kempt Field, Hurstville 

• Final Lugarno Lions Paper Drive  

• Commenced Freezer Room Project at Exodus Foundation, Ashfield 

• Members attended MD Convention in Hobart 

• Club donated $16,000 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

1993/1994 PRESIDENT: Dennis Whittingstall 

• 14th Spring Festival 

• Gala Night at St George Leagues Club raises $3000 for Lugarno School 
Basketball Court 

• Club involved with Rotary to raise funds for Bear Cottage Project 

• Sports Breakfast at the Masonic Club raised $4,000 for Carinya Special 
School 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Christmas Cake committee sells a record 800 cakes 

• Annual Christmas Hamper distribution project 

• Introduction of the Louie the Lion Project 

• Completed the Freezer Room Project at Exodus Foundation, Ashfield 

• Lions Ladies Fashion Parade at Grandviews Bowling Club 

• Club donated $27,300 to organisations and local groups during the year 
  

Freezer Room Project for Exodus Foundation The Famous Kempt Field Rodeo 
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LIMELIGHT PROJECT – 2nd decade 

GYNAECOLOCICAL CANCER RESEARCH 

In 1991 Lugarno Lions was asked to donate to the Royal Women’s Hospital Sydney for their gynaecological 
cancer research foundation. 

After the death to cancer of a dear friend of Keith and Barbara Millar, the Board approved a major fund raising 
activity for this appeal. 

Aided by resources and contacts from the foundation various fund raising activities were initiated by Keith 
including: 

• An art union with donated prizes including a Toyota car, luxury overseas trip and an island holiday 

• A “Night to remember” show at St George Leagues Club 

• A supper and entertainment night at Lady Fairfax’s House  “Fairwater” at Double Bay 

The activities consumed countless hours of Lions time throughout the yearlong campaign plus the help of 
many associated parties. 

Other help came from St George Bank’s charitable foundation which contributed to printing advertising and 
the donation of a $10,000 microscope.  

In all over $60,000 was raised. A fantastic result for Lugarno Lions! 
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3rd DECADE OF SERVICE 

1994/1995 PRESIDENT: Bryce Turner 

• 15th Spring Festival 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Attendance at MD Convention in Albury 

• Annual Christmas Hamper distribution project 

• 20th Anniversary Dinner on 16th July 1995 at Bankstown Trotting Club 

• BBQ lunch at Oatley Park for 100 Japanese Exchange students 

• Social evening to Katingal Maximum Security Goal and dinner meeting 
at Rheindorf Restaurant 

• Progressive dinner around Lugarno 

• Sports Breakfast run at Peakhurst Inn 

• Wine Auction fundraiser 

• Club donated $10,000 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1995/1996 PRESIDENT: Richard Goodfellow 

• 16th Spring Festival 

• Inaugural “Calcutta on the Water” fundraiser 

• Inaugural Jazz In The Park at Webbs Dam, Evatt Park 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Diabetic Screening Project at Riverwood Plaza 

• Annual Christmas Hamper Project 

• Christmas Cake Project sells 760 cakes 

• Annual Christmas Stocking Raffle at Riverwood Plaza 

• Inaugural Night Golf Project at Hurstville Golf Course 

• Attendance at MD Convention in Adelaide 

• Social events including home hospitality (3), restaurant visits (4) and 
Christmas Party 

• 10th Anniversary of Georges River Lioness Club 

• Club donated $12,000 to organisations and local groups during the year 
  

Preparing for the annual Wine Auction Night Cutting the cake at Lugarno Lions 20th Anniversary 
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1996/1997 PRESIDENT: Keith Millar 

• 17th Spring Festival 

• Annual Wine Auction fundraiser in October 1996 

• Annual Night Golf Project raised $3,000 for Georges River Community 
Centre 

• Annual Christmas Stocking Raffle raised $4,600 

• Annual Carols By Candlelight at Evatt Park 

• Entertainer Sandy Scott presented with a Melvin Jones Fellowship for 
services to the Lugarno community 

• Annual Jazz In The Park at Evatt Park 

• Social Events included Christmas Party, home hospitality 

• Annual Christmas Hamper Distribution Project 

• Club receives District award for its Lionews Bulletin 

• Club donated $16,100 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1997/1998 PRESIDENT: Kevin Reid 

• 18th Spring Festival – the year of the big wet (but we went ahead 
regardless) 

• Annual Night Golf event at Hurstville Golf Course 

• Club involved in the Commonwealth Bank Cycle Classic at Kempt 
Field, Hurstville 

• Social events included Christmas Party, theatre (Shakespeare in the 
Park) and Bush Dance at Darkes Forest Woolshed 

• Club involved in Hurstville Council Super 8 Cricket Day at Gannons 
Park 

• Annual Christmas Hamper Distribution Project 

• First Life Member inducted (Lion Bill White – 23 October 1995) 

• Annual Carols In The Park at Evatt Park – final appearance by Sandy Scott 

• Annual Christmas Stocking raised $5,000 

• Gala Charity Concert at Mortdale RSL for St George Hospital Cardiac Appeal 

• Club donated $17,800 to organisations and local groups during the year 
  

Spring Festival time and first rain in 17 years Entertainer, Sandy Scott, being farewelled after 

many years of hosting Christmas Carols 
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1998/1999 PRESIDENT: David Flynn 

• 19th Spring Festival including the Classic Vehicle Show 

• Social events included Christmas In July, trip to Goat Island, family 
day at North Head Quarantine Station and Christmas Party 

• Annual Christmas Stocking Raffle raised $7,000 

• Club members helped out at the Riverwood Community Centre 
Festival and Oatley Lions Fair – on the same day 

• Annual Night Golf Event raised funds to purchase a bus for Georges 
River Community Services 

• Club involvement in Hurstville Council Charity Golf Day at Hurstville 
Golf Course 

• Annual Carols in the Park with Helen Zerefos and the Georges River Big Band 

• Club ran a successful Peace Poster competition 

• Annual Christmas Hamper Distribution Project 

• Annual Christmas Cakes Project 

• Inaugural Lugarno Lions Citizen of the Year (recipient – Lois Loughnan GRCS) 

• Club donated $28,400 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1999/2000   PRESIDENT: Reg Walker 

• 20th Spring Festival 

• Social events included Bush Dance at Darkes Forest Woolshed, 
Christmas Party, restaurant visit to Loftus TAFE, brunch at RMYC Port 
Hacking, weekend visit to a working sheep farm in Gulgong 

• Annual Carols in the Park with Helen Zerefos & Salvation Army Band 

• Club supported Hurstville Council Fun Bike Ride at Oatley Park 

• Community services projects included the flood clean-up at Ivan 
McKay’s house and construction of a fence at Mortdale 

• Annual Night Golf raised $3,700 for Georges River Community Services 

• Annual Jazz in the Park event 

• Attended Lions District Convention in Mudgee 

• Club donated $23,100 to organisations and local groups during the year  

Presentation of community bus to Georges River 

Community Services 

Building a fence for an elderly local at Mortdale 
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2000/2001 PRESIDENT: Noel Burchmore 

• 21st Spring Festival 

• Club involved in Lions Save Sight with purchase of two ULT freezers 
($23,000) for St George Hospital/UNSW Research Centre 

• Donated specialised computer equipment to Learning Links, 
Peakhurst 

• Community Projects included can food collection for Exodus 
Foundation, Ashfield 

• Annual Night Golf Project raised funds for Georges River Community 
Services and Carinya Special School 

• Annual Christmas Cakes Project 

• Annual Christmas Stocking Raffle 

• Annual Christmas Hamper distribution project 

• Club involved with Georges River Community Services Street Fair and Riverwood Community Centre 
Festival 

• Social events included the annual Christmas Party 

• Premier Bob Carr presented the club with a Community Service Award at a dinner at Parliament 
House 

• Club donated $29,900 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2001/2002 PRESIDENT: Neil Thompson 

• 22nd Spring Festival introduced Jousting 

• Annual Carols in the Park at Evatt Park 

• Community Projects included repainting of Learning Links Penshurst, 
BBQ at the opening of the M5 East motorway 

• Successful Federal Government Volunteers Grant of $5,000 for 40ft 
container and caged 8x5 trailer 

• Moved all Lions gear from Bert’s garage 

• Annual Night Golf Project 

• Annual Christmas Stocking Raffle raised $6,500 

• Club’s first Honorary member – Kevin Greene MP, Georges River 
electorate (now Oatley electorate) 

• Combined Club Trivia Night raised almost $6,300 for the Illawong Rural 
Fire Service to replace equipment destroyed in bushfires  

• Social events included Christmas In July, Australia Day family picnic, ten-pin bowling night and dinner, 
lunch at Sydney Rowers Club, the Darkes Forest Bush Dance and Christmas Party 

• Club donated $41,800 to organisations and local groups during the year 

Canned Food collection for Exodus Foundation Container & Trailer purchased with Volunteers Grant 
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2002/2003 PRESIDENT: Bert Rymill 

• 23rd Spring Festival 

• Club Membership Development Stand at District Convention at 
Burwood 

• Canberra Bushfire Appeal raised $4,000 

• Final Jazz in the Park event 

• Trivia Night raised $5,500 for Georges River Community Service 

• Social events included BBQ lunch, Christmas Party, lunch at Sydney 
Rowing Club, stroll through Balmain and Parliament House Dinner 
hosted by Kevin Greene MP 

• Club participated in Christmas Hampers, Christmas Stocking and 
Christmas Cakes 

• Club donated $31,100 to organisations and local groups during the 
year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2003/2004 PRESIDENT: Ivan McKay 

• 24th Spring Festival introducing the ‘Kiss For Hope’  

• Presented the Club’s first Hart Walker to Clayton Hua 

• Presentation of Rocket Stander to Rachael Hosking 

• Community Projects included painting of Riverwood Air League, 
clean-up of house at Penshurst 

• Financially successful Wine & Cheese Night for Georges River 
Community Services (GRCS) 

• Christmas Stocking Raffle transferred to Roselands 

• 66 Christmas Hampers delivered in local area 

• Financially successful Lion Mints and Christmas Cakes projects 

• Wine Auction raised $1,500 for Illawong Rural Fire Service 

• Club involved in the Georges River Community Services Street Fair 

• Club donated $31,400 to organisations and local groups during the 
year  

KISS FOR HOPE – Guinness Book of Records 

attempt for charity 

Final Jazz in Evatt Park 
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LIMELIGHT PROJECT – 3rd decade 

NIGHT GOLF 

This novel fundraiser was the brainchild of John Somers. The inaugural night was held at Royal Hurstville Golf 
Course in May 1995 with over 100 participants. The proceeds went to Georges River Community Services (now 
Mortdale Community Services) to purchase a community bus. The night proved very popular and became an 
annual event with more than 140 playing in 1998. We continued the night golf at Hurstville for seven years.  

What a sight to see the course at night with glow in the dark stick lining the fairways and tied around the 
flagstick. For readers not familiar with how it worked, the balls were specially designed for night golf. They 
were translucent with a small hole drilled through the middle in which a tiny glow in the dark stick was 
inserted. The darker the night, the better it was to see! 

There was the odd snag (and I am not talking about the BBQ which provided a great meal for each participant) 
when the glow stick inside the ball would fall out. Bye bye ball! 

We also had the occasional glow in the dark sticks go missing. We challenged two youngsters with theft of 
some glow sticks one night which they vehemently denied. The glow coming from their pockets told us 
otherwise. 

Eventually the novelty wore off and the number of participants started to drop off.  We decided to call it a day 
following the 2001 golf night after seven years of great fun and significant donations to Georges River 
Community Services and Carinya Special School. 

 

 

 

  
Community Bus purchased from 

proceeds of Night Golf 

Just keep your eye on the 

glowing ball! 
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4th DECADE OF SERVICE 

2004/2005 PRESIDENT: Terry Lynch 

• 25th Spring Festival introducing the Chinese Lion Dancers 

• Several weeks of bucket collections for the Tsunami that devastated 
parts of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand raised $26,000 

• First year of Lugarno Lion's association with the Mayoral Golf Day. 
$9,000 donated to the Prostate Cancer Institute 

• The Rock n Roll afternoon at Evatt Park was a great success 

• Georges River Community Services Trivia night raised $7,000  

• Our Christmas Stocking and Christmas cake sales were excellent fund 
raisers 

• Club donated over $77,700 to organisations and local groups during 
the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2005/2006 PRESIDENT: Antonio Alifano 

• 26th Spring Festival introducing the Boggywell Creek Regatta 

• Christmas Cake sales reached $5,300 

• Club attended Knights of St George Dinner evening 

• Supply of Hart Walker to Joanna Vaz 

• Successful Trivia Night for Georges River Community Services attended 
by 200 people with $6,500 raised 

• Rock n Roll afternoon in Evatt Park 

• Final year of Carols in Evatt Park 

• A busy social program with several restaurant visits, trips to Leichhardt and Watsons Bay, ten pin 
bowling and dinner at Parliament House 

• Life Membership bestowed upon Lions Bert Rymill, Allan Wratten, Robert Dillon and Noel Burchmore 

• 20th Anniversary of Georges River Lioness Club 

• Club donated over $65,000 to organisations and local groups during the year  

Chinese Lion Dancers at Spring Festival Lugarno Lions entry in Boggywell Creek Regatta 
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2006/2007 PRESIDENT: Bill Penfold 

• 27th Spring Festival 

• Social events included Christmas In July and a bus trip to the Hunter 
Region 

• Trivia Night raised over $7,000 for GRCS 

• “Back to the Country” Appeal to assist those affected by the drought 
in conjunction with Oatley Lions ( $6,000 donated between the two 
clubs) 

• Inaugural Sports Breakfast raised over $12,000 to support those 
affected by the drought  

• The annual Mayoral Golf Day raised $12,000 for the Prostate Cancer 
Institute 

• Club presentation of 4th Hart Walker to Mustafa El Hussein   

• The lead up to Christmas saw the usual activity with Christmas Cakes, Christmas Stocking and 
hampers for the needy 

• Significant donation ($6,500) given to Sailability (Kogarah Bay) to purchase boats for people with a 
disability to sail. The Lions boat was christened “Melvin Jones” 

• Club donated over $88,400 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007/2008 PRESIDENT: Ivan McKay 

• 28th Spring Festival introducing a Sustainability Expo 

• Club involved with St George Lions in Mayoral Golf raised over 
$34,000 for Prostate Cancer Institute 

• Club continues to support mobility aids for children suffering cerebral 
palsy 

• Club participation at Darwin MD Convention 

• Community Projects included on-going support for the Men’s Shed 
project 

• Inaugural Easter Raffle raised $1,500 

• Club participation in Mortdale Community Services Street Fair 

• Christmas Sleigh raffle at Riverwood Plaza raised over $6,000 

• Trivia Night held at Penshurst RSL raised over $7,000 for Mortdale 
Community Services 

• Sports Breakfast raised $13,000 for Australian Lions Children’s Mobility Foundation 

• Successful Youth of the Year and Peace Poster projects 

• Club donated $76,100 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

Sailability at Kogarah Bay Lions at work for Mortdale Community Services 
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2008/2009 PRESIDENT: Wayne Bollinger 

• 29th Spring Festival introducing Show Jumping Spectacular 

• Bushfire and Flood Relief Bucket collections netted almost $9,000 

• Trivia Night held at Penshurst RSL raised over $7,000 for Mortdale 
Community Services  

• Sports Breakfast raised almost $16,000 which was donated to four 
organisations - Georges River College (Peakhurst Campus), Carinya Special 
School, Pole Depot and Learning Links 

• The Mayoral Golf Day at Hurstville Golf Course raised $13,000 for the 
Prostate Cancer Institute 

• Another busy year with Christmas Cakes, Hampers and Christmas Stocking 
(which raised just over $5000) 

• Club donated $81,700 to organisations and local groups  during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009/2010 PRESIDENT: Reg Walker 

• 30th Spring Festival with net proceeds exceeding $40,000  

• Trivia Night held at Club Central raised over $7,000 for Mortdale 
Community Services 

• The lead up to Christmas was busy as usual with the sale of Christmas 
cakes, the Christmas Stocking and the distribution of hampers to the needy 
in the area 

• The Sports Breakfast at Hurstville Oval; attracts a big audience with almost 
$17,000 raised for Australian Spinal Cord Research Foundation 

• Bucket collection for the Samoan Tsunami appeal raised $3,000 

• A hugely successful Mayoral Golf day with the proceeds going to the 
Prostate Cancer Institute 

• Assisted at a Today Show breakfast event starring international singer, 
Michael Buble, at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Peakhurst 

• New, improved website established  

• Club donated $102,200 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

  

Lugarno Lions & Georges River Lioness 

at Today Show breakfast 

Michael Buble & Richard Wilkins at 

Today Show breakfast 

Spring Festival featuring the 

Show Jumping Spectacular 
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2010/2011 PRESIDENT: Sun Lui 

• 31st Spring Festival introducing Horse Vaulting and Jousting 

• Trivia Night at Club Central raised almost $6,500 for Mortdale 
Community Services 

• Club involved in the establishment of Men’s Sheds in the region 

• Sports Breakfast raised $12,000 (majority planned for rebuilding 
project in Aceh, Indonesia after the 2004 tsunami) 

• Life Membership bestowed upon Jim Watson 

• Success with Federal Government Volunteers Grant allows purchase 
of shade units and covered 7x5 trailer 

• A Club project - the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Pre-School 
Therapy and Education project - becomes a Multiple District Project 

• Club involvement with St George Lions in Mayoral Golf raised over $36,000 for Prostate Cancer 
Institute 

• Introduction of “Friday Foodies”, 3L’s lunch and Coffee morning as social events 

• Club partnered with other local clubs to raise $23,000 for the Queensland Floods 

• Club involved in Ride for Life cycling event at Centennial Park raised $2,000 for Prince of Wales 
Children’s Oncology unit 

• Club donated $115,800 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011/2012 PRESIDENT: Greg English 

• 32nd Spring Festival including Show Jumping 

• Project Liam – wheelchair vehicle for Liam McManus 

• Sports Breakfast raised $12,000 for Project Liam 

• Lion Sun Lui sheds his locks for Leukaemia Foundation 

• Donated over $5000 to fund mobility equipment 

• Club involved with St George Lions in Parkinsons Walk at Olympic Park 

• Trivia Night at Club Central raised $6,000 for Pole Depot 

• Club involved with St George Lions in Mayoral Golf raised $32,000 for 
Prostate Cancer 

• Lions Biggest BBQ held at local church raised funds for childhood 
cancer research 

• Club partners with Lioness Club to distribute chocolate Easter bunnies 
to local nursing homes in a new initiative 

• Club donated $159,500 to organisations and local groups during the year 

  

Ride for Life at Centennial Park All in the name of Charity 
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Some of the participants deep in thought at the Pole Depot Trivia Night 

2012/2013 PRESIDENT: John Slack 

• 33rd Spring Festival introducing Rodeo and Tent Pegging 

• Club reached a major milestone with $2 million of donations to the 
community since charter in 1974 

• Life Membership bestowed upon David Flynn 

• Sports Breakfast raised $12,000 for local autism groups 

• Three Trivia nights held raising a total of $14,000 for the Pole Depot, 
Special Olympics and Riverwood Air League 

• $10,000 donation to the Lions Children’s Mobility Foundation 

• Mayoral Golf Day with St George Lions raised $34,000 for Prostate 
Cancer 

• $33,000 donated to the Autism Community Network (including $17,000 
from St George Foundation) to purchase 40 Apple IPads and special 
software for young children with autism 

• Club’s entrant in the Peace Poster competition, Ben May, wins the district competition 

• Easter Bunnies distributed to local nursing homes in partnership with Georges River Lionesses. Project 
extended to distribute Chocolate Santas at Christmas as well. 

• Club donated $119,300 to organisations and local groups during the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013/2014 PRESIDENT: PDG Elvio Munzone 

• 34th Spring Festival introducing Horseball  

• Successful Mayoral Golf Day for Prostate Cancer Institute 

• Scuba Diving project for the visually impaired and disabled 

• Sports Breakfast raised $8,200 for ALCMF 

• Christmas/Easter Chocolates to residents of local nursing homes 
supported by Lions, Lionesses and family members 

• Collection for Australian Lions Children's Cancer Research Foundation at 
Roselands  

• Bucket collections for disaster appeals both for Australia and the 
Philippines raised $22,000 with assistance from neighbouring clubs 

• $23,000 was raised to provide 34 Apple IPads and special software for 
young children with autism 

• Three Trivia nights held during 
the year raising $6,000 for the 
Pole Depot, $4,000 for Special 
Olympics and the Autism 
Community Network trivia night 
coming up shortly 

• Club donated $120,000 to 
organisations and local groups 
during the year  

Scuba Diving for the Disabled at Ramsgate Baths 



26 | P a g e  
 

LIMELIGHT PROJECT – 4th decade 

PROJECT LIAM 

In 2013 the club provided a special vehicle for a very special family. 
 
Liam is a young boy who is confined to a wheelchair. Finding a car that met Liam’s needs was a challenge for 
his very busy mother, Dianne, who has two other children. 
 
Along with local businessmen Kevin Greene and Phill Bates, the Club hosted a Sports Breakfast in February 
2012 that raised a significant amount of money. At the event the club was approached by a local church group 
who knew the family, with an offer of additional financial assistance. The remainder of the funding was 
supplied in the form of a grant from the Australian Lions Foundation, a Foundation formed by Lions with the 
sole purpose of assisting people in time of need. 
 
The Club then approached local motor vehicle dealer and Cronulla Lion Kieran Tynan who was keen to assist. 
Tynan Motors found a car that was perfect for Dianne and the family and arranged the relevant conversion 
necessary for Liam. Accessible Transit Specialists at Revesby fitted the vehicle with a hoist and safety gear. 
 
The Lions Club of Lugarno is thankful for the assistance received by our patrons in this very worthy project. The 
project raised $66,000. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: In March 2008 the 

Lugarno Lions also purchased a 

special pushbike for the same 

family. It is designed to give Liam 

much needed exercise and he can 

be seen regularly at the Gannons 

Park bike track. 

 

 

  

Presentation of wheelchair-accessible vehicle to local family 
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Lugarno President Lion John Slack presenting the cheques to local autism support 

groups- Steve Drakoulis (Autism Community Network), Julie Watkins (Learning Links) 

and Glenn Power (Georges River Life Centre) 

A MILESTONE ACHIEVEMENT 

LUGARNO LIONS ACHIEVES $2,000,000 IN DONATIONS 

During 2013 the Lions Club of Lugarno reached a remarkable financial milestone in its service to the 

international, national and local communities when our assistance to the needy since the formation in 1974 

reached a staggering $2 million.  This is close to $5 million in today's value. 

Over the past 40 years Lugarno Lions donations have helped many causes ranging from local community 

groups and individuals, local schools and associations, medical research and facilities to Lions Foundations 

assisting in the areas of sight and disabilities and disaster relief assistance, both locally and internationally. 

Lugarno Lions has been particularly noted for its early work with the Victor Chang Wing at St Vincent’s’ 

Hospital and, recently, the Prostate Cancer Institute at St George Hospital. 

For the past few years Lugarno Lions has been focusing on Preschool Autism Spectrum Disorder. This project 

was the brainchild of Lugarno Lion David Flynn who saw a need to assist families afflicted by this disorder. The 

project has grown from simple beginnings to a Multiple District project, which now encompasses all Lions clubs 

within Australia. It was fitting that the $2million was reached by the donation of cheques to the service groups 

supporting individuals and families impacted by Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EDITOR’S NOTE: For its membership growth, 

Lugarno Lions Club was presented the coveted 

Golden Melvin Jones Medallion three years in 

succession (1974, 1975 and 1976), which is 

thought to be a record for an Australian club 

and considered exceptional for a newly 

chartered club. 
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PROJECTS OF YESTERYEAR 

PAPER DRIVE 

This was one of our first projects, starting in our charter year 1974/75 and for a number of years was 

considered the flagship project.  

Each month a banner was displayed at Our Lady of Fatima Church corner and a leaflet letterbox drop done 

during the week before the drive. Three thousand five hundred houses were serviced by the paper drive and 

typically 10 to 15 tonnes of bundled paper was left by the kerb to be collected. 

Lugarno Lions could be seen running around following cars and trucks on a Saturday afternoon picking up 

papers and cardboard. Not only was it a good fund raiser but the sight of Lions in their yellow T shirts was a 

good advertisement around the Peakhurst/Lugarno neighbourhood. 

The price received for paper varied and income ranged between $200 and $400 for each drive. An article in the 

St George & Sutherland Shire Leader advising that the paper drive was being terminated resulted in 35 tonnes 

of paper being left out on the final weekend. 

As the 1979/80 paper drive chairman, Ted Furby, said in the Lionews at the time “the paper drive has 

developed over the past to the point where it is now the most regular and dependable income earning project 

with gross income each year in the vicinity of $4,000-$5,000 depending on the number of drives during the 12 

months.”  One of our Lions recalls being on the back of the truck with Ted “Fearless” Furby driving at a 

fearsome speed, newspapers trailing in the wake. 

It was run annually (except 

1982/83) for eighteen years. 

We farewelled the paper-drive 

in 1992/93 after which paper 

recycling became a Council 

function. We were ahead of 

our time! 

 

 

 

LION MINTS 

Lion Mints started as an Australia wide project in 1976 and took a few years to become established. Our club 
commenced selling Lion Mints in 1980 and continues to do so.  

The variety of “mints” expanded over the years from the original peppermint to spearmint, fizzers, musk and 
sugar free peppermint and now there are also individual 
peppermint drops.  

The program was always a modest income earner for the club but 
served an important role in promoting the Lions name through the 
boxes of mints on local shop counters. 

Although not strictly a Lions Mint program, Bryce Turner expanded 
our lolly sales by selling individual mints through vending machines 
at various venues.   
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TEEN RANCH 

In 1977 Lugarno Lions commenced a Community Project of sponsoring local teenage kids to Teen Ranch, a 40 
acre facility at Cobbity NSW that challenges kids in a camp atmosphere.  

The idea of the project was to take Lions’ kids and local kids to an area where they can have fun and undertake 
many challenges such as horse riding, canoeing, campfires, ropes courses, archery and general bush skills. 

At its peak, our club transported as many as 120 children plus eight chaperones to the ranch for a fun-filled 
week of activities. 

The project was undertaken for 11 years before it finished in 1988. 

 

CASH-A-CAN 

This fundraiser started in 1982 as “Collect-A-Can”, a joint venture with Adults and Children with Learning 
Difficulties (ACLD, now known as Carinya). It had been a combined Apex and ACLD project which we took over 
after Apex folded. On Saturday mornings, a couple of Lions were rostered on together with supporters of ACLD 
and the occasional Community Services “volunteer” at our Cash-a-Can depot at Roselands. 

Members of the public would come along with their aluminium cans and get paid by the kilogram. We would 
then sell them to Sims Metal, and later to Alcoa, for a profit. 

Mat and Dennis Whittingstall recall that “We had to 

deal with steel cans in the mix and used to have a 

large sorting table with an electromagnet to help us”.   

They further recalled that “some people would put 

pebbles or sand into the bottom of each can then 

crush them just to pick up a few cents extra” 

To quote from the 1988/89 Lionews: 

“Due to increasing competition in this area of fund 
raising the Cash-A-Can project was reluctantly wound 
up in February (1989) however in its last eight months 
of operations a net income of $2,900 was achieved.  

Thanks are extended to all those Lions and their 
families who braved the elements at Roselands car 

park during the year with particular reference to the Big Fella (aka Dennis Whittingstall) who appears a little 
lost after losing what appears to be his favourite pastime on Saturday mornings.”  

Popular Teen Ranch activities 
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT IN EVATT PARK 

Back in 1990 we felt the area needed a Christmas Carols By Candlelight event and so in December that year the 
annual carols at Webbs Dam, Evatt Park, began. 
 
The Christmas carols were a long and eagerly awaited event for our Club. Entertainers such as Sandy Scott, 
once accompanied by Little Pattie, and in later years Helen Zerefos and Geoff Jones have had a long 
association with the event. Even PDG Greg Dunn was seen entertaining the crowd with gusto. In the early days 
the Salvation Army provided food, Santa Claus provided entertainment, the late Bill White handled the 
electrics and the late Bryce Turner for many years provided logistics support. 
 
Wes Owsnett sponsored the stage and 
some of the associated entertainment while 
an army of Lions managed parking cars, 
crowd control, distribution of candles and 
song sheets and, of course, the big clean up 
after the event. 
 
In 2005 after fifteen very successful years 
the club ceased its involvement with the 
Carols and handed the event over to the 
local churches who have continued to 
produce this important community event. 
The club moved on to other areas of 
Community Service.  

 

JAZZ IN THE PARK 

In 1995 Lugarno Lions ran our first Jazz in the Park event as a way of saying thanks to the local community for 

supporting our humanitarian work for over 20 years. The event was well advertised and drew a good sized 

crowd. A stage was placed at Evatt Park near Webbs Dam and a great jazz band was invited to play. Given the 

aim of the day was to give back to the community, no admission was charged, although a gold coin donation 

was sought, with Lions underwriting the event. 

This inaugural event proved 

so popular that it was 

decided to make it an 

annual event. For the 1996 

event two bands were 

engaged and tents were set 

up to sell refreshments to 

the public. Over the next 

few years the event 

remained popular and was 

well attended. However by 

2000 it was becoming 

apparent that the event 

was becoming increasingly expensive to run. The cost of engaging good bands was rising sharply and the 

limited income from the sale of refreshments dwindled as more and more patrons brought in their own food & 

drinks.  

The last event was run in 2001. At that time attendance was relatively poor so the Board decided that the 

event was to be put on hold and replaced by a Rock ‘n' Roll event.  

Helen Zerefos and the Salvation Army Band 

Jazz on the boardwalk at Webbs Dam, Evatt Park 
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THE RODEO 

Every now and then a Lion has a brilliant idea. This is a regular occurrence in our club and has led to many 
successful projects. Then there is the Rodeo! 

The brainchild of one of our finest minds this event was conceived in 1993 as a possible fundraiser for the club. 
The concept was brilliant, the necessary work was painstakingly organised and the rodeo teams were ready for 
the event. Unfortunately, through no fault of our own, the crowds didn’t eventuate. 

Those that attended were exposed to entertainment not seen in the area for a very long time. 

Event organizer, Dick Goodfellow, recalls some of the memorable happenings at the event. In his own words “ I 
recall spotting a very good friend of Lugarno Lions, Bill Pickering, standing on the back of the dray with a 
megaphone spruiking to all and sundry when the team suddenly took off leaving Bill flat on his back on the 
ground – unhurt and smiling. 

I also recall the wagon master attempting to enter the arena entrance which was blocked by a multitude of 
saddles from the rodeo contestants. When asked to move the equipment or risk it being damaged under the 
wheels of the dray, the contestants decided to call the driver’s bluff. The driver proceeded to drive his team 
over the gear to the horror of the owners”. 

Despite the lack of crowds the day was a great deal of fun and Lugarno Lions, and especially Dick Goodfellow, 
are remembered for this event. 
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CURRENT PROJECTS 

SPRING FESTIVAL 

IN THE BEGINNING: The first Spring Festival had its origins in August 1980 as Youth Week. To quote the 

chairman of the committee Allan Roncevich at the time: 

“The Committee is now deeply involved in what we have termed Youth Activities Week to be conducted from 

August 10th to August 16th. This will commence with a Gala Day on Sunday 10th August in Gannons Park with 

an extensive program of sports and recreation demonstrations, sports clubs and group activities, various 

marching bands and a host of other entertainment. During the following week, job and career advice clinics will 

be conducted... for all youngsters in our area” 

A year later Allan wrote; “This now ongoing community project was held on 23/8/81 and, once again, proved 

that with imaginative ideas, intensive planning and overall club support, almost anything is possible. 

Member support was most responsive with the food preparation sessions on Saturday being attended by 17 

Lions and a number of Lions ladies, while on Sunday total of 42 Lions and 18 Lions Ladies were present to 

provide much needed assistance on the various venues and work areas. 

Our crowd experts estimated that over 4,000 people attended the Festival during the day and from all reports 

received by the Committee, the overall format/presentation was well received and supported by the general 

public. We understand that a number of the community and sporting groups who were actively engaged in the 

day’s proceedings with displays and demonstrations have already enquired about participation in next year’s 

Festival” 

 

 

 

Now in its 35th year, the Lugarno Lions Spring Festival has evolved into the significant event of today. This is 

the major event of the Lugarno Lions year with annual planning commencing in February/March each year and 

culminating in a one day event on the third Sunday of September. The event is well supported by Hurstville 

City Council and the St George & Sutherland Shire Leader and patronised by the local community. 

Crowds have been estimated by the Police and State Emergency Services at 40,000 plus. Since its inception the 

Spring Festival has undergone significant change from its humble beginnings as a Youth Festival in one small 

corner of Gannons Park to the festival of today encompassing the entire upper Gannons Park area as well as a 

significant area of lower Gannons Park. Every few years the festival committee considers new attractions to 

encourage attendance. Some of the attractions include: 

• 1998-date - Classic Vehicle Show  • 2007 - Sustainability Expo 

• 2001 - Jousting Demonstrations • 2008-2011 -  Showjumping Spectacular 

• 2003 - “Kiss For Hope” – a Guinness Book of 
Records attempt 

• 2010 - Horse Vaulting Demonstrations 

• 2004 - Chinese Lion Dancers • 2012 -  Rodeo & Tent Pegging Demonstration 

• 2005-2007 - The Boggywell Creek Regatta •  2013 - Horseball Tournament and Kid’s Sports Expo 
 

Of course the Spring Festival would not be as successful if it wasn’t for the generosity of our sponsors. Of 

particular note are Hurstville City Council, the St George & Sutherland Shire Leader, Better Amusements and 

Walkers Party Hire, who have assisted us since the early days of the event. We acknowledge these sponsors 

and the many others who have assisted. Thank you. 
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Spring Festival 
in early years 



34 | P a g e  
 

 

  

Spring Festival now 
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CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

The Christmas Raffle started as a fairly low key affair in the mid 1980’s. James Doak arranged to have a wire 

mesh stocking manufactured to display the raffle goods. Tickets were sold at shopping centres in Mortdale and 

Chivers Hill. Initially tickets were sold on weekends, and $1,500 was considered a good raffle profit. Bert Rymill 

managed the raffle for many years. 

When Riverwood Plaza shopping centre opened the raffle moved to the plaza and tickets were sold daily for 

five weeks. The wire mesh stocking was looking worse for wear, so a Sleigh was manufactured. The raffle has 

been well supported by the customers, shops and management at Riverwood Plaza. A second raffle site was 

established at Chivers Hill which has proved very popular. Over $1,000 worth of goods are included in the 

sleigh and income to the Lions Club is about $5,000 each year. 

 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

For over 20 years Lugarno Lions has been distributing Christmas Hampers to needy families in the local area. 

Working with Mortdale Community Services and Riverwood Community Centre who provide contact details 

for those families, the club distributes over 50 hampers each year to families in Riverwood, Mortdale, 

Peakhurst, Lugarno, Narwee and beyond. Lions delivering these hampers are always greeted in a friendly 

manner and get great personal satisfaction from participating in such a worthy cause. 

 

  

Lions preparing 
hampers for another 

Christmas delivery 
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BUCKET COLLECTIONS 

When disaster strikes you can be assured Lions are on the job. The first collection was in our charter year 1974 

with the disaster that was Cyclone Tracy. Since that time Lugarno Lions, with assistance from fellow Lions and 

Lioness Clubs, has always rallied to the call from Lions International or Lions District. Action is usually 

undertaken within days of the disaster and results over the years have been remarkable. There are many 

people who just need a cause to support, and not many become more personal than humanitarian disasters. 

Lugarno Lions has been proud of its efforts in raising over $100,000 simply by “manning the buckets” in times 

of need since 1974. 

Some of the events requiring Lugarno Lions to man the buckets included: 

1974 Cyclone Tracy in Darwin raised $5,300 

1982 South Australian/Victorian bushfire relief raised $2,200 

1989 Nyngan flood relief raised $6,000 

2003 Canberra bushfire relief raised $3,700  

2005 Tsunami in Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, India & Thailand raised $26,000 

2006 Cyclone Larry in Far North Queensland raised $7,300 

2006 Bourke Christmas Appeal raised $2,100 

2009 Samoa tsunami relief raised $2,900 

2010 Pakistan flood relief raised $1,200 

2011 Queensland flood relief raised $26,000 

2013 NSW bushfire relief raised $12,700 

2013 Philippines typhoon relief raised $5,700 
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TRIVIA NIGHTS 

Our first foray into Trivia Nights was in March 2002 at the St George Masonic Club when we raised money for 
the Illawong Rural Fire Services. They had lost most of their gear in the bushfires raging around Sydney at the 
time. Reg Walker was our quizmaster and Dick and Jan Goodfellow’s daughter Jenny and her husband John 
provided the questions. 

It was so well received that we immediately thought of doing a similar night for Mortdale Community Services 
(formerly Georges River Community Services).  

Since then we have done at least one Trivia Night a year - Mortdale Community Services from 2003-2011 and 
the Pole Depot since 2011. We have also done Trivia Nights for the Special Olympic and Seaside Lions clubs in 
2013 and 2014 and, in 2013, a one off trivia night for the Riverwood Air League who was raising money for a 
band competition in Japan. All up that is sixteen trivia nights and so we must have asked upwards of a 
thousand questions and raised over $100,000. 

The Trivia nights are great examples of how we can work with the community. Whilst we supply the trivia side 
of the night and up to half the audience, the community group being supported puts in a big effort by 
providing the other half of the audience and doing all the promotions and collecting prizes for the night. 

 

SOCIALS – A VITAL PART OF SERVICE 

A major consideration in any service organisation is its ability to retain members. Lugarno Lions has an active 
social committee tasked with ensuring members are not always working. Many social events, from simple 
coffee hours to restaurant visits and bus tours, are planned each year to bring Lions and their families 
together. Some of the events over the years have included: 

• Woolshed Dance • Restaurants • Historical Walks 

• Golf Days • River Cruises • Ferry Trips 

• BBQs • Wine Tours • Coffee Days 

• Train Trips • Theatre Party • Bus Trips 

• Home Hospitality • Progressive Dinner • 10-pin Bowling 

• Bowls • Theme Nights • Race Days 

• Christmas Party • Christmas in July • Family Picnics 

to name but a few!!! 

 

Lions on a social outing in Balmain 

Trivia patrons under the guidance of Quizmaster, John Slack 
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SPORTS BREAKFAST 

In the summer of 2006-2007 during the drought afflicting much 
of the country our then District Governor, Peter Mendl, 
encouraged district 201N5 Lions Clubs to twin with country 
Lions Clubs. Subsequently our Board twinned our Club with 
Bourke Lions. Having country relatives, Ivan McKay ran with 
the idea of Lugarno Lions conducting a Back of Bourke 
Christmas Appeal for food, toys, clothes and cash. In 
conjunction with Oatley and Cronulla Lions, Grandviews 
Bowling Club, St Vincent de Paul, The Royal Motor Boat Club at 
Gunnamatta and Graham Doble Transport, a huge amount of 
goods and cash were sent to and distributed by Bourke Lions 
over the Christmas period. 

Discussing this success with long-time friend of Lugarno Lions Phill Bates led to a suggestion that a Sportsman’s 
Breakfast be run to raise money to support the struggling farmers in the Tamworth Council area, which is 
twinned with Hurstville City Council. The idea was developed with the help of another long term friend of 
Lugarno Lions, Kevin Greene, and Phill Bates enthusiastically rallied, coerced, begged and pleaded with the 
some of the local St George sports stars to give their time supporting this endeavour. Hurstville City Council 
provided the venue at the Booth Saunders Pavilion at Hurstville Oval. Through Bryce Turner’s contacts with the 
Sydney Markets Lions Club we were able to obtain generous food donations that were used at the breakfast. 
The breakfast was a resounding success and with a donation of an additional $20,000 from Hurstville City 
Council, Tamworth Lions were able to provide $34,000 in food vouchers via St Vincent de Paul to farming 
families doing it tough. 

From this beginning, Lugarno Lions have conducted this annual charity breakfast ever since with great success. 
We have raised in excess of $85,000 with the money being distributed to local and overseas deserving 
charities. We have also used the money to help local families in need, culminating in providing a suitable 
vehicle for one local family with a disabled child.     

Kevin Greene and Phill Bates have been the backbone of these functions and they work extremely hard to 
ensure we have a good number of sports stars and guests. Long term sports stars that have supported the 
breakfast are, to name just a few, Brian Booth, Graeme Langlands, Wayne Riley, John Raper, Kevin Nichols and 
Steve Edge and the late, great Albie Thomas.  

Leo and Merren Rutishauser, from Stapletons Restaurant Sutherland, have been generously providing their 
time and expertise in doing all the cooking for the breakfasts. Local Clubs and Hurstville Council have provided 
support throughout with local businesses also being very generous in providing great raffle and auction prizes 
to boost our returns on the day. 

Finally, the Lions who have helped over the years in the preparation and on the day are amazing. It is only a 
phone call, email or text and the response is always there, helping out, doing whatever is required to make the 
day a success.  
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HURSTVILLE MAYORAL CHARITY GOLF DAY 

Each year since 2005 our club, together with St. George Lions, have been involved in supporting the Hurstville 
City Council’s Mayoral Charity Golf Day. 

Funds raised are donated to the Prostate Cancer Unit at St. George Hospital, headed by Professor John 
Kearsley. Since its inception the event has raised over $300,000. 

An organising committee chaired by Kevin Greene is in place and comprises local businessman Phill Bates, staff 
of Hurstville City Council and Lions from Lugarno and St George. 

Lions set up for the event, cook a BBQ breakfast and lunch, fundraise around the course, sell raffle tickets, help 
serve food and beverages and clean up at the end of the day. 

Two events are held, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, with about 25 teams in each session. 
Following each event there is a sit down meal during which sporting identities and comedians entertain the 
patrons. An auction and raffle are usually an eagerly anticipated part of the event. 

A Pro-Am tournament was held in the early stages and this is expected to be re-introduced now that Hurstville 
Golf Course has undergone a significant upgrade, redesign and improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NURSING HOME EASTER & CHRISTMAS GOODWILL 

This project was initiated by PDG Elvio Munzone at Easter 2012 when we visited a number of nursing homes in 
the area and gave the residents Chocolate Rabbits. It was expanded the same year to include Chocolate Santas 
at Christmas. In 2014 to number of chocolates distributed reached 700. 

A very rewarding project spreading goodwill in the community, the resident’s response to receiving the 
Chocolate Santas and Rabbits is delightful. Although some are not allowed chocolate, most of them down the 
Santas and Rabbits before they can be stopped. With the help of the Georges River Lioness Club we now 
service local nursing 
homes as well as units in 
Menai and Penshurst.  

To all those Lions and 
partners, Lionesses and 
their partners, not to 
forget the "Lynch mob” 
our sincere and heartfelt 
thanks.  

Cheque presentation to 
Prostate Cancer Institute 

from Mayoral Golf 
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CHRISTMAS CAKES 

The Lions Christmas Cake Project has been in operation since 1965. Our club has been onvolved since 1975 
making it the longest standing club project after Youth of the Year. Revenue from sales to the public nationally 
in 2012/13 exceeded $6,000,000, and the funds available to Clubs and Districts for community service 
programs was in the order of $2,000,000. It is estimated that since the inception of the MD201 Lions Christmas 
Cake Program funds available to the Clubs of Lions Australia have exceeded $52,000,000. 
 
Colin Campbell, the current Christmas Cake Chairman, recalls “In 2001 
Bob Dillon saw that I needed a project to look after so handed me 46 
kg of cake and showed me the ropes”.  
 
Our greatest sale in the last 12 years was for 520 cakes given as gifts to 
the staff of a nursing home. That year we sold 1577 kg of cake. 
 
Our cake sales not only provide funds for our projects but members of 
the public know that when they are enjoying these tastiest of cakes, 
they have contributed to a great enterprise. 

 

LIONS DOING WHAT LIONS DO WELL - BBQs 

Lions seem to be famous, or infamous, for the enjoyment they get out of the humble BBQ. Anytime, anywhere 
and for anyone, the club can always be seen gearing up for the ubiquitous barbeque. 

Barbeques seem to be ever-present on the horizon of any service organisation. BBQ for Councils - BBQ for 
schools – BBQ for local clubs - BBQ for local shops – BBQ for local sporting events – BBQ for charity events – the 
list goes on. You name it and you will generally find Lions attending to the BBQ. Lugarno Lions is no exception. 

Whilst BBQs are time consuming and sometimes difficult to manage, the Lions of Lugarno are always willing to 
help the cause. It is a wonderful chance to get together and experience fellowship within an organisation. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Over the past four decades Lugarno Lions, with help from the Lugarno and Peakhurst residents, has 
undertaken numerous of projects in and around the local area. 
 
These projects included community development programs like building BBQs in Evatt Park and a fitness track 
in Gannon’s Park; community celebrations like the Spring Festival, Jazz in the Park and Carols in Evatt Park; 
raising funds to support community facilities such as St. Vincent’s, St. George and Royal Women’s Hospitals. In 
addition we have supported individuals from across the whole spectrum of the community with assistance to 
those struggling with life due to physical and mental disabilities, to talented locals in sport and the arts 
enabling them to attend national and international events. 
 
Some of the individual projects include clearing up the backyard for an elderly resident of Penshurst, painting 
the Riverwood Air League hall, painting rooms at Mortdale Community Services, erecting a fence for an elderly 
resident at Mortdale and building a ramp to enable easier access for a mother with a severely disabled child. 
This is a small sample of the community work done by the club members. 
 
Community Service is the heart and soul of Lionism. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

LIONS MAKE THINGS HAPPEN 

Painting of Mortdale Community Services 

Riverwood Air League – BEFORE and AFTER 

Cleanup for elderly resident at Penshurst 
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PEACE POSTER 

The club’s involvement in the Lions International Peace Poster competition began in 1998 with entries from 
Peakhurst West, Peakhurst South and Lugarno public schools.  

The annual competition requires primary school children worldwide to draw a poster about that year’s peace 
theme. Each club selects a winner which is then judged at District level, then Australia wide. The Australian 
entry is then entered into the worldwide judging.   

We have had some great entries over the years with the highlight being our 2012 club winner, Ben May from 
Peakhurst South School. Ben’s entry won the District Peace Poster competition that year and represented the 
District at the Multiple District Convention in Canberra. This was the first time an entry from our club won the 
prestigious District judging. 

Neil Thompson Smash Repairs has sponsored the Peace Poster competition for the past 10 years.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH OF THE YEAR 

Youth of the Year is the longest running project on our calendar having been involved in our first competition 
in 1975.  The Quest is designed to encourage, foster and develop 
leadership in conjunction with other citizenship qualities in our 
youth. 

Those qualities include academic achievement, personality, 
sportsmanship and public speaking. 

Entry is open to youth who are attending or have attended a high 
or secondary school and who are over the age of 15 and under 
19 in the year of the final.  

Our 1986/87 winner, Sue Hadfield, went onto success at the 
District Final and one of our current members, Mathew 
Whittingstall, was a previous Youth of the Year contestant.  

  

Ben May’s entry which won the 2012 

District Peace Poster competition 

Spreading Peace and 

International Understanding, 

Among the Peoples of the 

World 

BBQ for Youth of the Year State Winners at Evatt Park 

Lugarno Lions Youth of the Year contestants 
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YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Lugarno Lions commenced their involvement with the Youth Exchange program in 1975/76 when we hosted 

youths from USA, NZ and Japan. A club outing to the Jenolan Caves with the Japanese Youth Exchanges proved 

very popular and on 12th August 1976 Lugarno Lions hosted the 201B District Youth Exchange Dinner meeting. 

Les Davis, Committee Chairman reported “We are very proud to report that Lugarno Lions Club have been 

recipients of the 201B District Governors Award for the Club most involved in Youth Exchange”. Australian 

youths were sent to Tokyo and Osaka, Japan, New Zealand and USA. 

Over the years many Lugarno Lions have been involved in hosting students as part of the Youth Exchange 

Program and special mention must go to Bill and Marie White who hosted students for many years. Marie still 

receives Christmas cards from some of the students. 

In recent years the involvement and passion for the Youth Exchange program was renewed when, in 2008, 

Richard Goodfellow was appointed MD Sydney Greeter and still holds this position. Since then the club has 

greeted, collected, hosted and dispatched youths from Japan, Malaysia, USA, Canada, Italy, Germany, Sweden, 

Denmark, Norway and New Zealand. With the assistance of many of Lugarno Lions members, Lionesses, Lion 

Gae Bergin (District N5 Chair) and Lions families from other Clubs these lucky youths have been jet boat riding, 

whale watching, climbed the Sydney Harbour Bridge, visited the Opera House, Museums, the Blue Mountains, 

many different restaurants, surfing, wild life parks, hugged koalas and enjoyed fantastic Lions hospitality. 

Richard and the Club have been recipients of the 201N5 District Governors’ Award for Youth Exchange. 

 

 

 

  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Don Ferguson was recognised by Lions International for being 
among the Top Ten Chairmen in the world for his efforts with Youth Exchange 
at District Level. 
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LIONS FOUNDATIONS 

AUSTRALIAN LIONS CHILDRENS MOBILITY FOUNDATION (ALCMF) 

 

Since 2003 the Lions Club of Lugarno has been generous 

in supporting ALCMF and providing walkers for children 

with cerebral palsy. The walkers vary in range from a 

simple walking frame to the famous Hart Walker. 

These walkers not only allow the children to walk but 

enable them to play with other children, play sport, and 

interact with other children and adults.  By being able to 

stand upright their organs to move to the right place in 

their bodies and grow properly, their bones and muscles 

will strengthen and their respiratory systems will 

strengthen and heal. All of these changes will be hugely 

beneficial for their self-image and will give them a better 

chance of living longer and more rewarding lives. 

From 2009 to 2011 our own Noel Burchmore was 

District ALCMF Chairman. During his exceptional years 

there was a period when no children in District 201N5 

were left on the waiting list. The Lions Club of Lugarno 

was also awarded the ALCMF Certificate of Leadership 

for Humanitarian Services to Australian Children in 2009 

and also the 2009 ALCMF Award for being one of the 

Top3 clubs in the Multiple District. Upon Noel’s 

retirement as District Mobility Chairman, Greg English, 

another Lugarno Lion, quickly accepted the position and 

he holds the position to this day. 

Since 2003 Lugarno Lions club has assisted in the 

provision of 12 Hart Walkers throughout the Sydney 

district and has contributed in excess of $65,000 - so we 

have certainly made a difference. 

At last count for the year 2013-14 the club has donated 

$12,000 with the year still continuing.  We have brought 

walkers for three children in need and were awarded a 

District Gold Banner Patch.  This funding was made 

possible by generous support from the Mortdale RSL Sub 

branch, Ms Rose Ward and Eastlakes Sports Club.  
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AUSTRALIAN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER RESEARCH FOUNDATION (ALCCRF) 

LIONS BIGGEST BARBEQUE 

 

 

The Lions Biggest BBQ event is held every April to raise awareness and funds for research into childhood 

cancer. Lugarno Lions became part of the event in 2011 when it held its inaugural BBQ at Our Lady of Fatima 

Church. The church’s proximity to Gannons Park was a contributing factor in the decision as the park is always 

full of kids on Saturday playing the various sports. How could we miss!  

Unfortunately year one was washed out but that didn’t deter us as we soldiered on and managed to break 

even. The following year we held it again at the church but didn’t take school holidays into account. A bitter 

blow but we still made over $1,000 for childhood cancer research. Tried again in 2013 and, as luck would have 

it, all the sport in the adjacent park was cancelled therefore minimizing our chances of a huge crowd. 

Nonetheless we still turned a profit of about $1,300 for cancer research.  

 

LIONFACTS 

Did you know that: 

• Association of Lions Clubs International is the world’s 
largest service organisation 

• It started in 1917 by Chicago insurance salesman, Melvin 
Jones 

• It became International in 1920 with a Canadian club 

• There are over 1.4 million Lions in the world today 

• Lionism is active in over 200 countries 

• It started in Australia in 1954 in Lismore, NSW 

• Australia has approximately 29,000 Lions in 1,300+ Clubs 
in 19 Districts 

• 2013-2014 Australian PID Barry Palmer AM becomes 
President of Lions International – first time ever for an 
Australian 

  

We Serve 
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David Flynn presenting the ASD Project motion 

at the Lions’ Convention 

MAJOR PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES 

PRE-SCHOOL AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS EDUCATION & THERAPY PROJECT 

This project was the initiative of David Flynn who saw the effectiveness of pre-school education and therapy 

for children on the autism spectrum. He also saw the huge financial burden that this placed on families.   

Starting out as a Club project the initiative became a District project then, in 2011, a Multiple District category 

B project. We have requested all Lions Clubs in Australia make representations to Federal, State and local 

Government bodies to increase financial support for preschool ASD education and therapy. 

The letters to the Federal government requested they raise financial support for early intervention preschool 

ASD education and therapy provided by qualified health professionals to a minimum of $30,000 per annum per 

child. 

The initial one year project was extended to three years and expanded to include:  

• Provision of information about ASD for publication in Lions` media outlets.  It will continue to engage with 

the media outlets such as 

newspapers, radio, magazines 

and television re ASD issues. 

• Encouraging Australian Lions 

to engage with local area ASD 

groups and provide intellectual 

and organisational support 

where appropriate. 

• Raising the profile of the need 

to provide support for the 

12,000 plus children under the 

age of six years who have the 

disability of ASD. 

 
The Project has been supported enthusiastically by Lions across Australia. The success of the current letter 
writing campaign by Lions across Australia has been astounding. In 2012 Senator the Honorable Jan McLucas 
MP, the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities at that time, visited the committee along with our local 
Federal member, Daryl Melham, and expressed her amazement at the number of letters that poured into her 
office from all corners of Australia.  

Soon after the visit by Senator McLucas, Lion Mark Coure MP, 

the State Member for Oatley, organised and attended a 

meeting with members of the Committee and the Hon. 

Andrew Constance MP, the NSW Government Minister for 

Disability Services at that time. At the start of the meeting 

Minister Constance referred to the sheaf of letters he had 

received from Lions across NSW. He encouraged Lions across 

the State to continue to speak for the disabled. 

Since then we have held information booths at the Multiple 

District conventions in Perth with the assistance of the Friends 

of Autism in Western Australia (2012), in Canberra with 

assistance from Cooma Lions Club (2013) and in Tamworth 

(2014) and the District Convention in Lithgow (2012) and 

Bathurst (2013).  A lunchtime session on the ASD project was 

Senator Jan McLucas, Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Federal 

Member for Banks, Daryl Melham with members of our club’s ASD project 

committee 
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Autism Community Network 
Director, Steve Drakoulis, with 

young Ethan, who uses his iPad to 
communicate. 

 

held at the Canberra Convention and was a great success for the project with a contact list of Clubs interested 

in becoming involved.  

We also had our initial planning session with the Autism Community Network, Disability Advisory Service in 

Kogarah, Learning Links and doctors from St. George Hospital.  

The project lost a little momentum when Chairman David Flynn was hospitalised after a stroke. Thanks are due 

to John Craig from St George Lions for taking on the chairman’s role. 

Local Projects continued with two community consultation sessions facilitated by John and Leslie Craig. This 

spawned a number of small projects focused on improving community awareness of autism and providing 

doctors with current information about the services available to local families with children with autism. 

We have had great support from Lions clubs such as Cooma Lions and Yagoona Lions and there would be many 

more projects being carried out to support ASD of which we are not aware. A number of clubs have also 

provided financial support and we thank the Lions Clubs of Minnamurra (N2), Mooloolaba(Q4), Capalaba (Q1), 

Edwardstown(C2), Heyfield (C2), King Island (T1) and Surat (Q3) for their support with the money being used to 

support the program, brochures and support to ASD support groups. 

 

 

Kids Communicate- IPads for Autism  

One of the significant local ASD projects to spring from the Lions ASD Project, has been the Kids Communicate 
Project, a combined Lions community project seeking to enable kids suffering from Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) to communicate.  

Generous contributions have been made by the 201N5 Lions Clubs of Lugarno, Penrith, Bondi, Manly, Sydney 
Waratah, Epping-Eastwood, Greenacre, Sydney Special Olympics Inner-West, Sydney Seaside, West Pennant 
Hills-Cherrybrook, Cronulla, Balgowlah, Coogee and the Georges River Lioness Club. Thanks to these clubs and 
contributions of $15,000 from the Australian Lions Foundation, $37,000 has been raised. In the first project 
completed in 2013, a cheque totalling $16,000 was presented to 
the Autism Community Network, a local ASD Organisation set up 
to provide a forum for families affected by Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). There has also been a presentation of $17,000 by 
the St George Foundation.  

These funds purchased 47 Ipads, protective cases, and a special 
program (ProLoQuo2Go) giving the possibility to 47 children with 
ASD to communicate for the first time. The second project has 
raised $21,000 and will be provided shortly to purchase a further 
34 Ipads. 

Following the initial project one parent wrote to us to say “I 
wanted to let you know that Aiden has responded incredibly well 
with ProLoQuo2go and he is continuing to construct sentences and 
ask for things with his IPad. I would like to say a sincere and 
heartfelt thank you for giving my son a voice.” 
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GEORGES RIVER LIONESS CLUB 

Georges River Lioness Club was chartered on 25th October 1985, with 42 
ladies willing to place the needs of the disadvantaged before their own.  The 
club’s formation was inspired by Anne Button and Patricia Page (both no 
longer with us), Gladys Abbott, who is still an active member and Lyn Ward. 
The club still has eleven active Charter Members.   

The Lioness Club has been very active over the years and has donated 
significant amounts of time and financial assistance to those in need within 
our community. 

At the Sydney International Convention in 2010 it was announced that the 
Georges River Lioness Club had become the largest Lioness Club in the World. 
The club has a current membership of 47 Lionesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Charter President 
Anne Button 

Lionesses at the Boggywell 
Creek Races 

Lionesses at 
Jazz in the Park 

Former members of Beverly Hill Lioness Club join 
Dianne Whittaker and Jan Goodfellow at Georges River 

Lionesses at Chivers Hill with a well-
known Lion 

Lionesses with Richard Wilkins at the 
Today Show Breakfast 

Lioness Gong & Gavel with 
names of all Presidents 
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LIONS IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

LUGARNO LIONS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 

In 2001 Lugarno Lions commenced its push into the age of technology. One of our members, Neil Thompson, 

took the initiative to set up a web page for our club on his company’s account. In 2003, following a very 

generous offer from a Turkish Lions Club to sponsor web pages for fellow Clubs, Lugarno was finally moved to 

an autonomous site specifically set up for club use. This site enabled us to promote our club internationally 

and exclusively. 

In 2011 it was decided that we needed our own identity on the web and with the assistance of Oatley Lion 

Geoff Ingram, we embarked on a program to expand our visibility by re-designing our site utilising own very 

own domain name of lugarnolions. 

This site assisted us for many years until hackers decimated the site and its content in 2013. At this time we 

decided to employ the expertise of a professional web designer and the new look, and secure, website, 

complete with Member’s portal, was developed. The site can be accessed at:   lugarnolions.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

Lugarno Lions can also be found on social media outlet – FACEBOOK – at facebook.com/LugarnoLions 
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PUBLICITY – THE LIFEBLOOD OF ANY SERVICE ORGANISATION 

A service organisation cannot operate successfully unless it chases media publicity. The Lions organisation is 

regarded by some as the world’s best kept secret. Well, the secret is out! Lugarno Lions, over many years, has 

enjoyed a wonderful working relationship with the various media outlets. Local newspapers, such as the St 

George and Sutherland Shire Leader, and local radio, such as 2NBC Radio, have always come to the fore 

whenever an event is planned. This assistance is invaluable to our club and we are very grateful. 
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CLUB SPONSORSHIP 

An important activity for any club is the formation and sponsorship of other clubs. Lugarno Lions has 

sponsored or co-sponsored the following clubs over the 40 years.  

CLUB CHARTER DATE GUIDING LION 

Lions Club of Oatley 7th June 1977 Don Ferguson 

Lugarno Leos Club 1978/79 Brian Allen 

Lions Club of Menai 18th September 1982 Don Ferguson 

Lioness Club of Georges River 25th October 1985 Ken Button 

Lions Club of Hurstville-St George 24th October 2000 Bryan Pirie (Oatley) 

  Bryce Turner & Ivan McKay 

Lions Club of the City of Hurstville 27th May 2004 Reg & Robert Walker 

Lions Clubs of Sydney Special Olympics  2nd November 2009 Elvio Munzone & Reg Walker 
Inner West  

Lions Club of Sydney Nepal Himalaya 25th June 2010 Elvio Munzone 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALE 

Over the past 40 years many friendships have been formed. These friendships are not just Lions but their 

families and are life-long. This makes it all the more difficult when we farewell a Lion or a Lion’s family member 

as we have had to do on many occasions. 

This booklet is dedicated to all Lugarno Lions past and present and their families. 

Without the dedication of all Lions and former Lions, the past 40 years would not have been as successful. We 

salute our friends who have passed away. Their families should be justly proud of their achievements. 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

Antonio Alifano Kulendran Anaimugan Tony Ang Brian Anson 

Tony Batkov Chris Batt Colin Bland Wayne Bollinger 

Anton Bregovic Noel Burchmore Mike Butler Ken Button 

Colin Campbell Trevor Chapman Wayne Dorahy Sam Eller 

Greg English David Flynn Robert Gillett Dick Goodfellow 

Bruce Hudson Martin Johnson Sun Lui Terry Lynch 

Bruce Martin Ivan McKay Geoff Meehan Keith Millar 

Elvio Munzone Ken Packham Kevin Parkes John Paschali 

Keith Pasley Phillip Peluso Bill Penfold Kevin Reid 

Bert Rymill Phillip Sansom John Searle Graeme Shade 

Peter Shaw John Slack Doug Smith Chris Starkey 

Alan Thompson Neil Thompson Peter Walker Reg Walker 

Robert Walker Dennis Whittingstall Mathew Whittingstall John Winters 

Allan Wratten John Zographakis   

 

Thirty six of the current membership of fifty four Lions 



 
 

CHARTER MEMBERS 

Lugarno Lions Club was chartered on 15 May 1974 with a Charter Membership of 60: 

Devon Bailey Cec Baker Bob Belfield 

Bert Byron Alan Chan Brian Chorley 

Frank Clark Ewen Cole John Cumming 

Noel Devine Bob Dillon Denis Egan 

Don Ferguson Brian Fitzpatrick Bill Foster 

Des Garske Laurie Geoghegan Max Gibson 

Bruce Glanville Ken Gray Warren Griffen 

Ted Grimley Peter Grimley Bill Gunn 

John Hankin Graeme Hatton Ray Hawksworth 

Bill Herring Greg Hunt Roy Johnson 

Adolf Kals Ralph Keyes Colin Khoo 

Don King John Laycock Brian Lindsay 

Bill Lovatt Eric Lumley Sten Maraldo 

Laurie Martin Frank Mood John Morrison 

John Mullen Terry Murphy Ned McGrath 

John McLaughlin John Owsnett Ross Plowman 

Bruno Rapsa Allan Ross Bert Rymill 

Mark Snowdon Syd Snowdon Bern Taylor 

Peter Treweek Ron Vincent Barry White 

Don Willis Neville Worton Allan Wratten 

  

  



 
 

 

Lions Clubs International 

 

PURPOSES 

• To Organise, charter and supervise service clubs to be known as Lions clubs.  

• To Coordinate the activities and standardise the administration of Lions clubs.  

• To Create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world.  

• To Promote the principles of good government and good citizenship.  

• To Fund and otherwise serve the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the community.  

• To Assist financially, culturally, socially, and morally the disabled, disadvantaged and infirm of 
the community both directly and also indirectly.  

• To Unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and mutual understanding.  

• To Provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, however, 
that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members.  

• To Encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal financial 
reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, 
professions, public works and private endeavours 

 

  

CODE of ETHICS 

• To Show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I 
may merit a reputation for quality of service.  

• To Seek success and to demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no 
profit or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or 
because of questionable acts on my part.  

• To Remember that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another's; to be 
loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself.  

• Whenever a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to 
resolve such doubt against myself.  

• To Hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on 
account of the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing 
but accepts service in the spirit in which it is given.  

• Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, 
and to give to them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my 
time, labor and means.  

• To Aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my substance 
to the needy.  

• To be Careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise; to build up and not destroy. 


